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How firm a foundation 
By Fr. Luke A. Spannagel, St. Patrick Church of Merna, 

frluke@stpatrickmerna.org 

See Foundation, p.2 

FEBRUARY 
EVENTS 

¶ 1-3 Catholic Schools Week 

¶ 1 Parent Lunch, HTE (L-Z);     

5th Gr. Encore Preview (HTJH) 

¶ 2  Blue/White/Gold Jeans Day; 

HTJH Parent Lunch/Book Fair 

¶ 3 Kindergarten registration 

ends; 9:30 a.m. All Schools 

Mass; Early Dismissal 11:30 

a.m. HTE/11:45 HTJH; NO p.m. 

Bus service, HTJH 

¶ 6 Yearbook Group Photos; 

7 p.m. Holy Trinity Parish 

1st Communion Mtg. for 

parents, HT Parish Center 

¶ 10 Itõs Great to be a Saint 

Shadow Day; NO HTJH Bus 

¶ 13 HTJH 7th Gr. Mask 

Show, 1:30-3/6 -7 p.m. 

¶ 14 Red/White Dress Day; 

HTE Dance Program, 12:45 

p.m. Gym; Valentineõs Day 

classroom celebrations, 2 p.m. 

¶ 15 Financial Aid deadline; 

6th gr. Challenger Learning 

Center Field Trip; Market 

Day pickup, 3-4 p.m., HTE;  

¶ 16 Gr. 1-8 Registration 

ENDS; 6th gr. Challenger 

Learning Center Field Trip; 

School Club Mtg., 6 p.m., HTE 

¶ 17/20 NO SCHOOL 

¶ 21 Open Enrollment begins; 

Pre-K & K Movie Night 

¶ 24 Fish Fry, 5-7:30 p.m. HTE 

¶ 29 Einstein Program, HTE 

¶ Complete Calendar, p.19 

Registration 

dates for 2012-

13 school year 

Please call the 

school office, 662-

3712 (elementary) 

or 828-7151 (junior 

high) with questions 

regarding registra-

tion or financial aid. 

Preschool: Ongoing 

Kindergarten:  

Jan. 17-Feb. 3, 2012 

Grades 1-8:   

Jan. 30-Feb. 16, 2012 

Open Enrollment: 

for those who 

missed the previous 

deadlines ð begins 

Feb. 20. 

G 
rowing up, 

one of my 

favorite 

hymns was 

ñHow Firm a Founda-

tion.ò As a boy who had a 

father working in home 

construction, the impor-

tance of a firm foundation 

for the home was not lost 

on me. A solid footing and 

base gives the home sta-

bility and ensures that 

everything built on top is 

well anchored and will 

stay together as time goes 

by. In our Christian lives, 

a similar principle is at 

work. The solid moral and 

faith-filled foundation that 

we hopefully build as 

youngsters remains with 

us over time and becomes 

an important anchor for 

our lives. 

As we celebrate Catholic 

Schools Week, we are 

reminded of the great gift 

we have in our Catholic 

Schoolsðcommitted to 

providing the ñfirm foun-

dationò our children need 

as they grow. Just as lan-

guage, math, and science 

are important skills to de-

velop and lead to success-

ful careers, so too does 

our commitment to learn-

ing and living our Faith 

lead to peaceful and joyful 

lives in God. The gift of a 

Catholic Education gives 

children a footing com-

prised of beliefs about 

God, knowledge of basic 

prayers, familiarity with 

Bible stories and the 

moral lessons that accom-

pany them, and very im-
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Foundation, 
cont. from p. 1 

portantly an introduction 

to the Sacramental life of 

the Churchðsomething 

that will nourish and 

strengthen them as they 

grow. 

In our modern day, we 

are pulled in many direc-

tions and childrenôs lives 

seem busier and busier 

with activities and 

ñextrasò which help de-

velop different skills and 

talents. At times there are 

schedule conflicts and we 

might be tempted to 

choose something which 

seems more fun or excit-

ing in the moment. How-

ever, there is no substitute 

for that firm foundation 

that comes from spending 

time learning, praying, 

and developing our lives 

in Christ. This Catholic 

Schools Week, let us give 

thanks for the great gift 

that our Catholic Schools 

provide for our children. 

Let us ask Godôs blessing 

and strength for our ad-

ministrators and teachers 

that they would continue 

to be dedicated and faith-

filled examples for our 

young people. Let us re-

new our own commitment 

to learn and to help our 

children grow, preparing 

them for successful and 

joyful livesðboth on 

earth and in the life of 

Heaven that awaits us!  

You can act today to apply 

for financial aid through the 

John Lancaster Scholarship 

Fund Grants. All applications 

are filled out online. Please 

remember that all grants are 

for one year only and anyone 

seeking to renew a grant for 

2012-13 must reapply. Dead-

line for the completed appli-

cation is February 15, 2012. 

Notification of Spalding 

awards will be made by mid-April.    

 Information about the 

grants and application materi-

als may be obtained from the 

Holy Trinity Catholic School 

offices (662-3712 or 828-

7151) or on the Diocesan 

website www.cdop.org. Click 

on ñEducationò; then on 

ñOffice of Catholic Schoolsò; 

and then on Spalding Scholar-

ship Information (under 

ñQuick Linksò).  

The John Lancaster Spal-

ding Scholarship Fund Grants 

provide tuition assistance 

scholarship grants from an 

endowment fund established 

as a result of the Diocese of 

Peoria ñRooted in Faithò cam-

paign and named in honor of 

Archbishop Spalding, the first 

Bishop of Peoria. 

Scholarships will be avail-

able for the 2012-13 school 

year for students enrolled in or 

intending to enroll in grades 

kindergarten through 12 in 

any Catholic school located in 

the Diocese of Peoria whose 

families are members of a 

Catholic parish in the diocese. 

All grants will be based on 

financial need objectively 

assessed.   

After completion, please 

contact the school office at 

662-3712 (elementary) or 

828-7151 (junior high) to 

inform them of your application. 

Save the Date 

Holy Trinity Fish Fry 
Feb 24,  5 to 7:30 p.m. 

Holy Trinity Elementary School Cafeteria 

Carryout also available. 
 

Buy tickets in advance or at the door.  

Tickets are available at the elementary and junior high school offices. 
 

Tuition Raffle & Cash Prizes 
Drawings for the Tuition Raffle and Cash Prizes will be held during the 

Fish Fry. Raffle details have been sent home and are on the homepage, 
www.holytrinitycatholicschool.org. Need not be present to win.  

 

Great fish + great friends = great futures for the students of 
Holy Trinity Catholic School. Thanks for your support.  

Preschool/Kindergarten 
Movie Night Feb. 21 
If You Take a Mouse 
sn sgd Mnuhdr É vg`s  
happens? 

Preschool 
and kin-
dergarten 
students 
and their 
families 

are invited to Holy  
Trinity Elementary 
School to find out.  
Please plan on joining 

us for an evening of 
fun on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 21. Watch for more 
details to come home 
soon.   

Do you need financial aid for the 2012-

13 school year? Deadline Feb. 15 
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Holy Trinity Catholic School is now on Facebook®  

Holy Trinity Catholic School 
Catholic Schools Week 2012 
The theme for this yearôs Catholic Schools Week is ñCatholic Schools: Faith, Academics, Service.ò Check out the 

tray liners at local McDonaldôs restaurants that week. There will be a prayer exchange between Bloomington/

Normal Catholic schools on Friday, Feb. 3. See our calendar of special events below. Thank you for supporting 

Catholic Schools, and God bless!        

Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, January 29 ñMass celebrationsò 

¶ Catholic School students participate in Parish Liturgies; students invited to wear school uniform to Mass. 

Students will be ushers, lectors, servers, gift bearers and greeters.  

¶ Come join us after Sundayôs Masses for Coffee and Donuts at St. Patrick Church of Merna and Holy Trinity 

Church to celebrate Catholic Schools with teachers, parents, students and parishioners.  
 

Monday, January 30  ñTeacher Appreciation Dayò 

¶ Uniform Dress Day/Earned Jeans Day 

¶ Faculty/staff appreciation luncheon at Holy Trinity Elementary at 11:00 a.m. 

¶ Faculty/staff appreciation luncheon at Holy Trinity Junior High at 11:30 a.m. 

¶ Young Artistsô Showcase at Holy Trinity Elementary 

¶ ñJump Rope for Heartò throughout the week 

 

Tuesday, January 31 ñItôs Great to be a Saint Day!ò 

¶ Uniform Dress Day 

¶ ñItôs Great to Be a Saint Dayò at Central Catholic High School for eighth graders,  8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

¶ Parent Luncheon at Holy Trinity Elementary: A-E 10:50-11:30 a.m.; F-K 11:35 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

¶ Spelling Bee at Holy Trinity Junior High School gym at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, February 1 ñCatholic Schools Appreciation Dayò 

¶ Uniform Dress Day 

¶ Parent Lunch at Holy Trinity Elementary: L-R 10:50-11:30 a.m.; S-Z: 11:35 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

¶ Holy Trinity Junior High Encore Preview for fifth grade students and their parents 

¶ Young Authors Awards, 6 p.m., elementary cafeteria  

 

Thursday,  February 2 ñStudent Appreciation Dayò 

¶ Blue/White/Gold Jeans Day for all Catholic schools K-12 students 

¶ Holy Trinity Junior High Book Fair 

¶ Parent Lunch at HTJH A-M at 10:50 a.m.; N-Z at 11:20 a.m. 

¶ Student-Teacher Challenge at Holy Trinity Junior High 

 

Friday,  February 3 ñStaff Appreciation Dayò 

¶ Uniform Dress day for all elementary schools 

¶ All -Schools Mass grades K-3 at St. Maryôs Church at 9:30 a.m. 

¶ All -Schools Mass grades 4-12 at Holy Trinity Church at 9:30 a.m. 

¶ Early Dismissal 11:30 a.m. HTJH; 11:45 a.m. HTE 

¶ Staff Appreciation Social for all Catholic Schools staff at Holy Trinity Elementary, 12 p.m.       
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Pre-K 
Winter was our theme in 

January. We had lots of 

fun making snowmen and 

penguins. Our penguins 

will be on display at the 

Artist Show here at the 

school. We focused on L, 

M, and N and started 

working a lot with our 

new Smart Board! We 

have had lots of fun play-

ing games, practicing let-

ters and sequencing num-

bers on it. We look for-

ward to February where 

we will do units on shapes 

and farms. 
 

Kindergarten 
The kindergarten classes 

have been busy during the 

month of January! We 

read many wonderful 

books about snowmen. 

We have been waiting 

patiently for some beauti-

ful snow of our own! We 

read a book called Snow-

balls which was about cre-

ating snow creatures out 

of ñgood stuffò found 

around the house. We 

each found our own ñgood 

stuffò and created our very 

own snow creature! It was 

a very fun activity where 

we could be very creative. 

Come on down the kinder-

garten halls to see all of 

our creations! We also 

enjoy all of the Catholic 

Schools Week activities 

and love celebrating all of 

the wonderful things that 

make attending a Catholic 

school so very special!   

 
 

First Grade 
What fun we had in Janu-

ary! We celebrated our 100th 

day of school!  We made a 

100 book, read our 100th Day 

of School poem and played 

Sparkle to 100. We canôt be-

lieve how much smarter we 

are in 100 days! 

Mrs. Kuntzôs class went 

to BroMenn Hospital this 

month for the CHIPs field 

trip. We learned about our 

senses, the bones and 

muscles of our body, and 

the food groups. We even 

got to see two newborn 

babies, get a tour of the 

ER, and see a heart on the 

computer. Thanks to Dr. 

Kube, Aliôs mom, and Dr. 

Ghandhi and the staff at 

BroMenn. What an excit-

ing field trip we had! 

Parents, please remem-

ber to send a warm coat, 

gloves/mittens, scarf and a 

hat to school. We will go 

outside unless it is 20 de-

grees or lower.   
 

Second Grade 
January was a very busy 

month for our second 

graders. Most of the 

month was spent focusing 

on final preparations for 

receiving our First Recon-

ciliation. The second grad-

ers learned a new prayer, 

the Prayer of Sorrow, for 

the occasion along with 

the many steps to actually 

celebrating this very spe-

cial sacrament.  They also 

learned many Bible stories 

about forgiveness, espe-

cially Jesusô Parable of 

the Lost Sheep, which was 

our theme for our parish 

First Reconciliations. Fi-

nally, who knew there 

were so many new words 

to learn for Reconcilia-

tion? The students had a 

good time quizzing others 

(including their moms and 

dads) about our new vo-

cabulary words. Do you 

know what ñexamination 

of conscience,ò 

ñcontrition,ò ñpenanceò 

and ñabsolutionò mean? 

The second graders 

doé.now.  

One other big focus dur-

ing the month of January 

was on writing, specifi-

cally friendly letters and 

persuasive writing. The 

second graders have 

started learning about us-

ing the full writing proc-

ess, including the use of 

multiple drafts and edit-

ing. It has been a lot of 

work and they have been 

promised this is only the 

beginning. Come visit the 

second grade hallway dur-

ing Catholic Schools 

Week to see the fruits of 

their effort with our ñItôs 

GREAT to be a Saint!ò 

writing display. 

Now it is on to February, 

with even more to learn as 

we begin our studies for 

receiving First Commun-

ion in April. Please pray 

for us as we continue our 

journey into our faith! 
 

Third Grade 
1 X 1 = 1 

Multiplication is lots of 

fun. 
 

2 X 2 = 4 

Donôt let studying be 

chore. 

 

INSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

ñIn science this is the 

coolest time of year. We 

have begun preparation 

for our trip to Challenger 

Learning Center.ò ñ  

Sixth Grade 

 

  

ñWe are currently reading 

an all time favorite novel, 

The Outsiders.ò 

ð Eighth Grade 

Congratulations ð stu-

dents recently celebrated 

the 100th day of school! 
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INSIDE THE CLASSROOM CONT.  FROM P.  4 
3 X 3 = 9 

Rocket Math is really 

fine! 
 

4 X 4 = 16 

Doing flash cards in be-

tween. 
 

5 X 5 = 25 

Now Iôm feeling quite 

alive! 
 

6 X 6 = 36 

Learn them easy with 

some tricks. 
 

7 X 7 = 49 

Our math grades are 

gonna shine! 
 

8 X 8 = 64 

Say them twice and then 

once more. 
 

9 X 9 = 81 

Look at me, Iôm almost 

done! 
 

10 X 10 = 100 

Paint them blue, paint 

them red. 
 

11 X 11 = 121 

I think this is lots of fun. 
 

12 X 12 = 144 

Thatôs all for now; weôre 

out the door! 
 

Fourth Grade 
Fish Fry on February 24th  

Eat a good breakfast so 

youôre focused for the day 

Bring Valentines for your 

classmates on the 14th  

Read your AR books 

every day 

Use the Ten Command-

ments in your daily life 

Always remember to bring 

your hat, gloves and coat 

to school  

Remember to study for 

tests and quizzes 

Your 4th grader will be 

completing the Writing 

Test this month 
 

Fifth Grade 
  It may be cold outside, 

but that has not stopped 

the fifth graders from 

learning a lot this month.  

Since our refreshing 

Christmas vacation we 

have jumped back into 

Social Studies and began 

studying slavery and the 

Civil War. It amazes us 

how far our country has 

come to work towards 

equality.  

To continue our study of 

things that are ñequalò we 

have begun our study of 

fractions in math. Itôs hard 

to believe that we are half 

way through the school 

year and almost ready to 

move on to the junior 

high. We will be visiting 

with the junior high stu-

dents and teachers during 

Catholic Schools Week to 

learn more about the up-

coming ENCORE pro-

gram that we will get to be 

involved in next year. So 

many exciting changes are 

coming our way, however 

we still have lots to learn 

throughout the rest of this 

school year. 
 

Sixth Grade 
The sixth graders con-

tinue to build on an excit-

ing school year. In the 

classroom the themes are 

exciting and challenging.  

Literature finds the stu-

dents in a unit titled 

ñGrowing Times.ò These 

stories describe life from 

the point of view of the 

adolescent. How fitting 

for sixth graders. In math 

we will be embarking on 

ratios, proportions and 

percents. This introduction 

is fun and challenging as 

we use some of the basic 

skills we have covered in 

a new way. 

In science this is the 

coolest time of year. We 

have begun preparation 

for our trip to Challenger 

Learning Center. Students 

say this is the most fun 

adventure of the year. We 

have kicked off our prepa-

ration with the ñAlien Pro-

jectò which helps students 

learn about other planets 

and how ñlifeò might be 

different there. In religion 

class the students continue 

to learn the value of ser-

vice work. The sixth grad-

ers have adopted first 

grade buddies and this 

month we visited them at 

the elementary. Our activ-

ity centered around a 

prayer service on friend-

ship. We then conducted 

an activity based on the 

100th day of school. One 

hundred is an interesting 

number. Did you know 

that 100 student footprints 

extend from the entrance 

to the cafeteria to the T at 

the end of the hallway?!  

We are planning a first 

grade trip to the junior 

high in February. The 

theme will be dental 

health and Dr. Burge, a 

local dentist, is coming to 

speak to the children. Feb-

ruary is dental health 

month! 

In language arts we are 

conducting a spelling bee; 

qualifiers will compete 

with students from fifth to 

eighth grades during 

Catholic Schools Week. 

Check the school website, 

www.holytrinitycatholicsc

hool.org, for information 

regarding the event. 
 

Seventh Grade 
In seventh grade religion 

the students have been 

studying about the ñReal 

Presenceò in the Eucha-

rist. They have grown in 

their understanding about 

transubstantiation. In 

Chapter 12 we have 

learned about the Paschal 

Mystery. The students 

show a great understand-

ing of these difficult con-

cepts of our faith. In addi-

tion, the students have 

done another paper for 

Confirmation preparation.  

They have completed a 

paper on the gift of 

ñJudgment.ò We discussed 

the theme for Catholic 

Schools Week, ñCatholic 

Schools: Faith, Academ-

ics, and Service.ò This ties 

in so well with the stu-

dentsô preparation for 

Confirmation where these 

qualities are emphasized. 

The students have also 

completed an essay for 

Catholic Schools Week.   

In math the students are 

getting ready to study ra-

tios, portions and percents.  

These powerful tools are 

pervasive throughout 

math. They will include 

concepts such as rates, 

unit rates, and sale price.  

In seventh grade litera-

ture they will be concen-

See Classroom Update, p. 8 



 

 

Trinity Times Page 6 

Our February Meet & Eat is 

Monday, February 13 at 

Monicalôs (all three loca-

tions in Bloomington-

Normal) all day. Dine in 

and we earn 20 percent of 

your bill. Simply print out 

our flyer on our website or 

bring the one to the right. 

No other coupons or pro-

motions are valid. 

Donôt forget ð Moni-

calôs gives 5 percent back 

with Scrip cards, too. Be 

sure to order yours early to 

really maximize our return!  

Monicalôs menu is at 

www.monicalspizza.com,  

Proceeds from our last 

Meet & Eat at Rosatiôs of 

Normal will be announced 

next newsletter. Thank you 

for your support and par-

ticipation. 

What is Meet & Eat? 

Holy Trinityôs School 

Club launched a new pro-

gram last school year to 

connect Holy Trinity 

families and raise extra 

funds for our school. 

Each month a local res-

taurant will host our Meet 

& Eat. We encourage 

Holy Trinity families to 

meet up with other families 

and enjoy a meal together. 

SCRIP cards are available 

through the school (online and 

in the elementary school of-

fice every Monday morning) 

and after Masses. What a 

great way to keep even 

more of the proceeds 

within our Holy Trinity 

family! 
 

Whatôs next? Applebeeôs. 

Our next Meet & Eat 

Steps to Respect program: Bystanders to Bullying 

Bullying often occurs in 

group settings in which 

other children are wit-

nesses or bystanders.  

Children learn from each 

other how to act in these 

situations. 

Bystanders have tremen-

dous power in a bullying 

situation. An individual 

witness can choose to be 

 On the far side of the playground, an older boy beat up a 

younger boy. Many students saw it. Many wondered why no 

one did anything. Some students just stood and watched. 

Others tried to act like nothing was happening. 

Dine in or out? Holy Trinity Meet & Eat program raises funds through local dining 

Eat at Monicalõs Pizza Feb. 13 to earn extra dollars for Holy Trinity! 

part of the solution or part 

of the problem. Naturally, 

though, fear for oneôs 

safety can keep a by-

stander from taking action. 

A bystander may also fear: 

¶Retaliation or becoming 

the target of the bullying. 

¶Losing friends. 

¶Being called a tattletale. 

¶Going against a more 

popular student. 

Research shows that 

when bystanders ï the 

often silent majority ï do 

intervene in bullying 

situations, they can help 

stop bullying. Peer pres-

sure can be a positive 

thing, and bystanders can 

exert peer pressure on oth-

ers to stand up safely for 

those who are being bullied.   

In the Steps to Respect 

program, students learn to 

evaluate when it is safe to 

intervene in a bullying 

situation. They also learn 

when to report bullying to 

adults and get help from 

them. By working to-

gether, students, parents 

and school staff can create 

a safe, respectful, caring 

school for all children. 

 

will be at Applebeeôs! 

Weôll be hosting a flap-

jack breakfast April 14,  

8-10 a.m. The all-you-can-

eat event at Applebeeôs is 

a fantastic way for us to 

net $4 from every $5 

ticket sold. Volunteers 

will act as servers and 

Holy Trinity families can 

sell tickets to the public. 

All food will be provided 

and cooked by Applebeeôs 

staff. More information 

will be going home via 

studentsô Friday Folders 

and future editions of 

Trinity Times, and check 

the website! 

Questions may be di-

rected to Katie Deneen, 

kdeneen@frontier.com or 

Charlene Homan, cho-

man@holytrinitycatholics

chool.org.  


